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Gentlemen  of  the  Canadian  Club:— Your  Dreaidnnt  h.«  ..i,-^ 
address  you  this  afternoon  in  the  Englii  Jan^4  It  i,  IL^k  "^  *? 
pleasure  that  I  received  this  invitation  aSd  fhlH  ivail  mv^tf  n/^h-' 
privilege  of  speaking  to  you  in  that  lanruaee  with  ^rH  ^*i.°'  *''* 
troubesome.  somewhat  distorted.  andlerltainW  m,^T^!^ *'*''  "^^^ 
school  question  in  your  sister  province      F^t  .rfall  '?"^ .  ""«Pfe»«ited 

sirioirt^rt^^-^^ -^-'^p-^s^^^^^ 

this  'siis{'ii^t.ts^S'':iiruSoZ^t^yT'^  ^'"^  ^\^ 

us  in  Ontario,  which  we  have  had  m^  tSfn  the  S.t*  .„ J  °S'  .,'°? 
am  none  too  sure  we  shall  not  have  ^IniT  the  futuSf^  'tS?  ^^'""^  ^ 
you  know  It  has  broken  out  over  the ^SriSis  ^LSltfen  Vn  17"°^^*! 
has  been  the  center  of  the  storm  and  imHi  ♦kI^^Pt-  •?*?•  "'  That 
solved  it  must.  I  am  afndd!  cStinife  to  bi  ^  «t^n™*'*"*  * '  ^r  "*««**  " 
teU  you  what  is  the  real  meaSr what  ttL  IwZ*'^''^-  J.^'^^  ^ 
the  effect  of  this  regulation  lam  .ro.W  t«  lu  °^^^^  *°**  ^^^  ^^  ^ 
everything  that  I^i  to  tell  yo^  *^  *°  ^'"^^  ^■°"  '^'"^^  «^d«°««  <>' 

mode^'tioT  a^^S/wSil?"!  f^l  /trolgV^as^ot'LV'^- ^'^^^^  ^  -<» 
Question,  I' am  going  tJ  suppress  my  Jwn  ,^5"  "ty'Sf^  *^i 

dispassionate  analysis  of  the  question.  I  wm  K  *?  to^J^r  i„S{?  """^ 
and  to  your  own  sympathy  to  decide  what  ^nti  i?  ^  J^  mtelhgence 
of  you  indivuduaUy  LafS  (Sled  u^n  to  folSr^  **'  '*'***"'  **°^  °«» 

other^?Tha^°ihe'V^ufto?Sol'  ofTh^F^'^K^?'*'"^  ^^^^^  »<> 
about  that,  and  if  anyone  of  vou  will  titTth^  tJ.,.w^  *^^i  "  "**  question 
and  afterwards,  if  a^y  doS&Sn  ^tS'tKtt?^  anrvorwHW' 
up  the  regulation  and  study  it  carefully,  1  am^^s^yo*^'^**^  jf^t^^e 
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The  reiruUtion  treat*  of  the  um  of  French  in  the  primary  olawies  in 
Ontario  in  two  waya:  Pirtt,  aa  a  means  of  instroctioQ  or  coaiinuoioation: 
and,  second,  aa  a  subject  of  study. 

Now,  aa  a  means  of  instruction,  that  is,  as  a  medium  of  communica- 
tion between  the  teacher  and  the  pupil,  the  use  of  that  language  in  all 
schooU,  in  all  classes,  at  all  stages,  and  on  every  subject  is  limited  to 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  C?hief  inspector  of  the  Province,  IT  18 
NECESSARY,  in  other  wordH,  as  a  medium  between  the  teacher  and 
the  pupil,  the  French  iani^ua^e  cannot  bt'  u«ed  with  French-speaking  chil- 
dren to  impart  to  them  any  information  on  any  subject  whatnoever,  unless 
the  Chief  Inspector  has  previously  decided  that  in  the  case  of  each  par- 
ticular child  the  use  of  the  French  language  is  absolutely  necessary  because 
the  child  does  not  understand  enough  English  to  receive  instruction  in 
that  language.  I  say  without  hesitation  that  if  anvone  of  you  will  read 
regulation  No.  17  you  will  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that. 

And  you  can  imagine  how  impracticable  and  impossible  it  would  be 
for  the  Chief  Inspector,  with  all  his  other  duties,  to  examine  each  indi- 
vidual child  in  the  hundreds  of  schools  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  to 
ascertain  if  such  child  understands  the  English  language  well  enough  to 
receive  instruction  in  English. 

Now,  as  a  subject  of  study.  As  a  subject  of  study  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction to  be  made  between  the  school.^  which  were  in  existence  prior 
to  the  enactment  of  the  regulation,  and  the  schools  subsequently  estab- 
lished. That  is,  prior  to  the  month  of  June.  1912.  the  use  of 
the  French  language  as  a  subject  of  study  was  confined  to  begin  with 
to  the  elementary  subjects  of  reading,  'composition  and  grammar.  In 
the  schools  then  in  existence,  subject  to  the  approval  again  of  the  Chief 
Inspector,  these  subjects  may  be  taught  to  the  French  Canadian  children 
whose  parents  demand  that  they  shall  be  taught  those  subjects.  The 
maximum  time  fixed  is  one  hour,  but  the  Chief  Inspector  may  increase 
that  by  special  order  given  by  himself.  But  in  all  cases,  let  me  repeat, 
these  subjects  cannot  be  taught  for  one  hour  or  one  minute  to  any  French- 
speaking  child  in  any  class,  in  any  school  in  Ontario,  unless  the  Chief 
Inspector  has  pronounced  upon  each  individual  case.  I  said  a  moment 
ago  that  the  time  is  limited  to  one  hour,  but  he  may  make  one  minute  if 
chooses.  With  reference  to  the  use  of  the  French  language,  whether  as 
a  nieans  of  instruction  and  communication,  or  as  a  subject  of  study,  the 
decision  of  the  Chief  Inspector  is  in  every  case  final  and  conclusive.  'There 
is  no  appeal. 

I  told  you  a  moment  ago  that  I  would  endeavor  to  give  you  concrete 
evidence  of  what  I  say. 

The  regulation,  as  i  have  said,  wai  promulgated  in  the  year  1912. 
There  were  then  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  separate  schools  in  Ontario — 
corresponding  to  your  dissentient  schools  in  this  province — where  French 
had  been  a  subject  of  study,  where  French  had  been  used  as  a  means  of 
communication.  And  the  permission  to  use  French  as  a  subject  of  study, 
as  I  have  already  explained,  is  confined  to  these  schools.  In  all  schools 
established  after  the  month  of  J"ne,  1912,  the  French  langruage  is  banished 
at  once,  completely  and  forever,  and  1  propose  to  prove  it  to  you  in  a 
very  conclusive  way. 

In   the  Green  Valley  case,   in   the  county  of  Olengary,  was  a  case 
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ifh^l'^LiLJ^^*'  C.tholic  rtte-payers  urainst  the  Koman  Catholic 
T^Kw-  r*?^****^-  *"■*  '*.""'?«  2,"®  '>°«"'  o'  ^«  d»y  the  teacher,  who  waa 
--5^  ""^■*^'"°-  **"«ht  m  French  for  fifty  miniifHs  reading,  irranimar 
and  compoHition.  and  gave  ten  minutes  to  oateohwm  in  French.  An 
U^L  *»11.  1  •  'iu  *°  '"junction,  and  the  court  granted  the  injunction. 
iLv«™  r.^  !iJ^/**«  ""**  ^''•^  *K"'  ««venty.-ave  per  cent  of  the  rate- 
^^  ?„j  .•■*^®''**^""^®  ^I  '^'i^  °'  ^^^  P"P»'»  wore  French-CanadianH. 
^u  J^i»  ^"^'.°k"  *"  gnatfid  and  when  the  truBtees  continued  to  employ 
thu  system  they  were  tailed  up  before  the  judffe  on  a  charge  of  contempt 
?..^^  T.;i  ZIi"li.*"  »PP'"'«^'on  to  commit  them  to  impriHonment.  The 
inl^jjS^'^.K*'*^*'*?''  "'  them  should  pav  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollar.. 
foV  iflv  minl?t!i  had  taught  French  reading,  grammar  and  composition 
for  fifty  mmutes  each  day.  hut  because  for  ten  minutes  of  eal^  day 
jatechism   had    been    taught   m    French    to   the    I-Venoh-Canadian    pupiN 

school  tt"'?.'^!?*""**^"'*  *****  '?  "K^y  *»"•?*>*  '«  *  t'atholic  separate 
BOftoo.     That    18    the    ver>-    principle— that    is    the    reason    why    separate 

wSkvTIk  •*''***'L'?^^A^>' J**-.  ^  y°"  *»•  «*  the 'extent  o 
which  French  is  prohibited  m  Ontario  under  this  regulation. 

-♦„j^'"*''*i!"*'*i.'"^'^''*'"*"'  *°  ^^^  "'^  "'  t'»e  French  language  as  a  subject  of 
•tudy  in  the  schools  since  1912  we  have  had  several  complete  and  anthori- 
tative  demonstrations  of  the  meaning  of  the  regulation.     In  the  City  of 
Windsor    there    were    m    1912    three    Roman    Catholic    Separate    SchJols 
namely    the  "S^red  Heart."  with     4.>  per  cent,  "St.  Francois,"  wiU^S 

Sfmiu"  'iSw  f  mfoT^'^'u  "^'"^  *"'  R*''"  «®°»  °'  J^o^**  siK.aking  Catholic- 
£,»Sil«„?^  P°  1912  French  was  a  subject  of  study  in  tL  Sacnd  Heart 
?Si?°l.hi^'  I:-^°"i*  has  continued  since  1912  to  be  a  subject  of  studv  in 
that  school.  f^ortol912  there  was  no  French  taught  in  St.  Francois 
and  St.  i-mond  School;  since  1912  the  trustees  of  these  two  schools  have 
applied  to  the  Department,  for  permission  to  teach  French  in  these  two 
aohools  for  one-half  hour  in  one  of  them  and  for  one  hour  in  the  other. 
The  foUowing  letter  from  the  Department  peremptorily  denies  them  the 
right  to  have  even  one  minute  of  French  in  these  t./o  schools: 

Catholic  Separate  School  Board. 

Windsor.  Ontario. 

„ ".The   Minister   of   Public    Instruction    requests    me    to    acknowledge 

..^??^  ?[  your  letter  of  August  8th.  and  to  say  in  answer  that  he  has 
studied  the  subject  carefully  and  finds  that  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  do  not  allow  French  to  be  taught  as  a  subject  of 

»!,  ^♦:"*  "i^.u  ^^^  separate  schools  of  the  city  of  Windsor,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Sacred  Heart  School.  Consequently,  with  a  reasonable 
delay,  you  will  make  such  changes  in  the  organization  of  your  school 

♦•as  may  be  necessary  under  this  regulation."  "^-wi 

Th'H  letter  was  signed  by  Mr.  Colquhoun,  Deputy  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion in.  Ontario,  and  IS  dated  October  3l8t,  1914.  Now.  the  other  day 
the  acting  minister  of  the  cepartment,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ferguson,  published 
a  long  Statement  covering  nearly  two  pages  of  newspaper,  explaining  this 
matter.  With  regard  to  this  particular  case,  concerning  the  schools  in 
toe  city  of  Windsor,  his  answer  was,  I  respectfuUy  submit,  unworthy  of 
himself,  unworthy  of  the  province,  and  especially  unworthy  of  the  gi«at 
subject  of  education.  His  answer  was  that  the  children  of  the  French- 
Canadian  parents  at  Wmdsor  had  not  been  refused  anything  to  which  they 
were  entitled  under  regulation  17.  That  was  his  answer,  begging  the 
whole  question.  *  ^^ 
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May  I  now  give  you  a  very  independent  and  impartial  opinion  as  to 
the  effect  and  nature  of  this  regulation?  Within  a  year  after  it  was  promul- 
gated and  sought  to  be  enforced,  the  six  inspectors  appointed  by  the 
Government,  for  the  very  purpose  of  enforcing  the  regulation,  were  called 
to  Toronto  by  the  Head  of  the  Department  of  Education,  to  make  a  report 
of  theur  findings  after  the  regulation  had  been  in  force  alx)ut  a  year  The 
SIX  inspectors  were  three  English-speaking  and  three  French-speaking  inspec- 
tors. They  met  m  Toronto,  and,  irfter  comparing  notes,  made  a  unani- 
mous report  to  the  Minister  of  Education,  and  please  remember  that  this 
report  and  the  investigation  from  which  it  arose  were  both  made  at  the 
request  of  the  Minister  of  Education.  The  report  was  unanimous.  I  shall 
not  quote  it  all,  but  only  a  few  lines: 

'*T*»e  inspectors  agree  that  the  above  regulation  (17)  has  not  been 
eirective.  for  the  foUowinc  reasons: 

ni.  'j}L^\^^  "^/^^S^T.^  J^^^N  THAT  FRENCH  COULD  NOT 
S?nF?T^^T^^  ^  LANGUAGE  OF  INSTRUCTION  AND  COMMU- 

T.TT^*ATr.^'^"S™5^^^R^E^  AS  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  GRADUALLY 
FRENCH  SCHOOLS^'^^^^"  LANGUAGE  FROM  THE  ENGLISH- 

That  is  not  my  statement,  remember,  gentlemen,  but  the  unanimous 
statement  of  three  Enghsh  inspectors  and  three  French  inspectors  charged 
with  the  duty  of  enforcing  this  regulation. 

ocn  ^*"?^yu  ^^®  •  French-Canadians  of  Ontario,  of  whom  there  are 
260,000,  who  have  in  the  past  enjoyed  the  right  of  teaching  their  language 
to  their  own  chddren.  promptly  and  strongly  resented  aU  this.  But 
they  have  not  been  the  aggressive  and  turbulent  agiwt^rs  which  they 
have  been  i-epresented  to  be  On  the  contrary,  they  took  the  constitu- 
tional means  of  going  to  the  Department  about  the  matter.  Memorials, 
representations  and.  calm  and  digged  protests  were  made.  Delegations 
were  sent  to  Toronto.  On  one  occasion  the  chairman  of  the  Ottawa 
separate  school  board  went  to  Toronto  as  the  representative  of  most  of 
the   different   separate  school   boards   throughout   the   province     Nothinir 

^u,°u  i^*^^'fT''*^^T^Y?t"*°?y  *<>•<*  *^«™  t^t  lie  was  not  goingto 
establish  RACIAL  SCHOOLS  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  whateveTthe 
meamng  of  that  may  be.  He  sought  to  make  them  feel  that  he  looked 
upon  the  use  of  French  m  the  Ontario  schools  as  introduoine  racial  schools. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  to  touch  on  these  points  very  briefly  because  I 
know  your  time  is  precious,  and  I  do  not  want  to  trespass  upon  your 
indulgence.  I  might  say  that  such  litigation  foUowed.  However  I  do 
not  propose  to  go  mto  that  as  I  do  not  know  that  much  profit  could  be 
denved  from  it  in  the  time  which  you  have  kindly  allowed  me. 

*!.  J^®,?  *^^  statute  was  passed  last  yeur,  of  which  we  are  now  askimr 
the  disaUowance,  and  I  am  going  to  speak  of  that  briefly.  I  am  sure  y«u 
have  heard  something  of  the  petitions  which  have  been  circulated,  not 
only  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  but  also  in  Quebec,  calling  upon  the 
Dominion  Government  to  disallow  this  statute  passed  in  1915  The 
statute  has  two  eflfe^  ts,  the  validating  of  regulation  17,  which  in  the 
meantime  wm  being  tried  in  the  courts,  and  the  purpose  of  establishing 
the  Ottawa  Separate  School  Commission,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  you 
have  also  heard.  »  jw- 
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o>.v  '^?'^n^^  **^^  *",  ^^^  powers  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Seoarate 
School  Trugfcees  elected  by  th»  Roman  Catholic  rate-payere  and  cSSSS 
STwhS*  /^.hS'i^T""?^  '^^'^  Commission-which  I  shS  So?  quSfJ! 
RS?^  Mr  feS.^rTSfer'"  r^P°?^  "i  *^^  gentlemen.  Mr!*  DeJs 
^^rvViTr'  J 'l,-^*'??®'  *"<*  ^^-  Charbonneau.  The  first  two  beine 
Irish  C&thohcs,  and  the  other  a  French-Canadian  CathoUc. 

~>«^?'^®3**°i?"  Catholic  population  of  Ottawa  is  composed  of  nearly  50  000 

2?*^ feah'  rLthSin^^'i'  ^'^^^  "?u  Fr^oh-CanadiaS lid  JS  KoOO 
rv*i.S  ^»**»o^S«-  As  I  said,  the  Government  appointed  two  Irish 
Catholi«i  and  made  one  of  them  chairman,  the  other^^eXirmwi,  and 

Mth?^^"^-  ^'^f^^u*  ™e™>r'  "^^^  commission  was  vested  with 
au  tne  powers  which  the  board  of  elected  trustees  had  the  statutory  riirht 
and  the  duty  to  admmister.  You  can  imagine,  gentlemen,  how  eflficienUy 
these  schools  eould  be  conducted  under  such  conditions  and  with  such  a 
commission.  You  can  imagine  the  provocation  it  v..«  to  the  French- 
Canadian  population  of  Ottawa.  I  should  add  that  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners—they  are  all  respectable  men— but  one  was  in  the  unfortunate 
position  of  being  a  bcense  holder  under  the  Government  which  appointed 
him.  Mr.  Charbonneau.  or  the  firm  to  which  he  belonged,  held  a  license 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  hquors.  He  held  his  license  from  the  Govern- 
ment appointing  him.  and  this  was  the  man  who  was  going  to  administer 
these  schools  in  the  capital  of  Canada.  You  can  imagine  the  resentment 
or  the  people  and  how  difficult- how  impossible— it  was  for  such  a  com- 
mission to  admmister  m  a  proper  way  the  schools  confided  to  their  care. 
Ihe  result  was  confusion  worse  confounded,  and  considerable  agitation, 
with  the  result  that  to-day  there  are  nearly  5,000  cWldren  belonging  to 
the  Enghsh-French  schools  of  Ottawa  who  are  deprived  of  an  education, 
and  have  been  so  deprived  for  two  months.  Their  teachers  have  not  been 
paid  some  of  them  for  five,  ten.  fifteen  and  twenty  months.  The  taxes 
belonpng  to  the  French-Canadian  supporters  of  these  schools  have  been 
?^  f?'xJ^ ,?  P*y™ent  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  attended  bv  the 
insh  Cathohcs.  schools  which  have  not  in  any  way.  at  any  time,  under 
*°y  «on<"t»ons  bemg  interfered  with  by  the  French-Canadian  people  of 

Another  result  of  regulation  No.  17  is— I  doubt  if  there  is  anyone  in 
tins  room  who  wiU  really  beheve  me.  but  I  assure  you  that  it  is  true- 
let  me  t«U  you,  gentiemen.  that  to-day  the  Germans  in  the  Province  of 
Untano  have  and  are  enjoymg,  with  the  consent  and  participation  of  the 
Uepwtoent,   rights   that   are  absolutely   denied    to   the   French-Canadian 
population.    I    knew   you   would   say    "shame."     I    know   no   intelligent 
person  will  beheve  this  at  first,  but  I  pledge  you  my  word  that  that  is 
th«  ca«e.    I  am  gomg  to  read  you  regulation  15  so  that  I  shaU  not  be 
misunderstood.     Regulation   15   says:   "15.  In   school   sections   where   the 
l-rench  or  German  language  prevails,   the  trustees  may,  in  addition  to  the 
course  of  study  presonbed  for  public  schools,  requu^  instruction  to  be 
given  in  readmg,  grammar  and  composition  to  such  pupils  as  are  directed 
by  their  parents  or  guardians  to  study  either  of  these  languages,  and  in 
••*!L?V.      *'"*®'  *^®  authorized  text  books  in  French  or  Gra-man  shall  be 

Regulation  17  has  abropated  this  provision  with  respect  to  French 
in  all  schools  estabhshed  after  June,  1912,  and  with  respect  to  German 
the  matter  remains  as  it  was  under  regulation  15. 
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Now,  what  is  the  case  of  the  French  Canadians  of  Ontario,  on  what 
iU  tJ  Jh^>''  °u  f ^*'  ^**  *?®y„*>*?®  *»'«'•  claim  that  French  should  be 
?^  ♦'u  *Hl  ^cl^op's?.  By  the  British  North  America  Act  it  is  provided 
«f  rv:*fL;''*^l^it°'^.P"^'*®?®^®°l°?*^  ^y  '^oman  Catholics  in  the  Province 
?n  SS^«^**  *H  H™1*^  Confederation,  or  by  the  Protestant  minority 
Lhil.^^u'^  °'  ?y®^'  "*^.  °o*  ^  interfered  with  by  the  provinces 
««  i^Li    *°!!®  nglits  the  proymces  are  given  absolute  power  to  legislate 

oJ?n-^.H?^L™r***"-  .^^®"  "  '*»!.  ^^?*®  S"«'*io'^  so  far  M  the  le^l  and 
constitutionjU  aspect  is  concerned.  You  have  to  see  what  in  1^7  were 
me  rights  of  the  respective  minorities  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  So  far  as 
yuebec  is  concerned,  it  is  not  and  never  was  subject  of  misunderstanding 
EvCTyone  has  agreed  as  to  what  the  rights  of  the  Protestant  minotSy 
Z^^^^^i  "®T  "^^  °^  one  has  interfered  with  them.  But  it  is  different 
m  Ontario.  I  have  been  there  for  thu-ty-two  years,  and  it  has  always 
been  more  or  less  a  subject  of  discussion  and  dispute.  The  rights  of  the 
Cathohcs  in  Ontario  in  1867  were  the  rights  given  by  the  act  of  1863. 

^i^f^i^®  ?"*  P"^  °i  *^®  u^^'^^srave  to  the  Roman  CathoUcs  the  right  to 
elect  trustees  to  conduct  the  Cathohc  separate  schools,  in  other  words  the 
SSt  ^♦i,"ii?'  administer  the. schools.  Other  provisions  of  the  statute 
dealt  with  the  nght  to  determine  the  kind  and  description  of  the  schools, 
1-M^v.f  ^^or^l  tje  right  to  have  schools  where  both  languages  would  b^ 
^^b.  'f  'V***^  been  previous  to  1863.  Then  there  was  the  right  to 
f;?^i^L*T^®"  ^°*^  **®^°®  .***?"■  *^"**®«:  also  to  appoint  inspectors  or 
superintendents.  Everyone  of  these  essential  things  Tbas  been  wped  out 
and  taken  away  from  the  separate  schools  supporters  of  the  city  of  Ottawa, 
;j^SteTfeomtsl££."°^  completely,  and  conferred  upon  Government 

Let  us  see  what  this  means.  The  questions  involved  in  this  contro- 
versy are  m  principle  a.?  essential  and  as  important  as  any  question  that 
ever  came  before  t£e  British  people.  Why,  it  goes  back  to  Vnnymede. 
?^f  J^^  principle  was  settled  forever— No  taxation  without  representation, 
ine  *Yench-Canadian3  of  Ottawa  are  compelled  to  pay  taxes  and  thev 
r«^®  °?  representation  They  are  taxed  and  have  to  pay  taxes  for  schools, 
and  yet  they  have  nothing  to  say  regarding  the  expenditure  of  their  taxes 
or  tne  conduct  of  these  schools. 

♦n  -«^*l^*  ♦K°"^^*  ^""J  ^^^u^  "?  f°°?  friend.  Sir  Lomer  Gouin,  undertook 
to  say  to  the  city  of  Quebec:  I  don't  like  the  members  that  you  send  to 
represent  you— they  don't  do  things  as  I  like  to  have  them  done,  and 
fierearter  you  are  not  going  to  select  your  representatives,  but  I  am 
going  to  name  or  appoint  them  for  you;  or  if  he  arrogated  to  himself  the 
ngnt  to  have  your  dissentient  schools  conducted  and  administered  wholly 
not  by  your  elected  trustees  or  Commissioners,  but  by  certain  persons 
chosen  by  him.  Gentlemen,  I  say  in  all  solemnity  that  there  is  no  dif- 
Terence  between  that  and  the  things  that  have  been  done  in  the  Province 
or  untano.  Am  I  not  right  in  saying  that  this  question  should  be  of  the 
deepest  concern  to  all  lovers  of  British  constitutional  law  and  constitu- 
tional  nistory? 

sch  ^°^'  ^  '°  *^®  second  point,  the  kind,  number  and  description  of 

Wor  to  Confederation  there  were  French  scHooIs— not  Enelish- 
^nch  schools,  bu  exclusively  French  schooU  under  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  in  the  Province  of  Ontario.    I  use  that  term  advisably 
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because  It  was  so  called  at  that  time,  although  it  is  now  called  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education.  Tune  and  afrain  it  occurred,  with  the  approval  of 
the  educational  authorities,  that  teachers  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of 
English,  but  only  German  or  French,  were  employed  in  the  schools  of 
Ontario.  There  were  schools  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  before  Confedera- 
tion where  no  English  was  taught,  and  that  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Department.  In  many  parts  of  Ontario  there  were  schools,  manv  of 
them,  where  there  was  only  French,  and  there  were  many  oth«rs  where 
both  the  English  and  the  French  languages  were  taught.  They  had 
JYench  teachers  and  French  inspectors,  and  French  text  books.  I  am 
referring  to  this  in  order  that  you  can  fix  in  your  minds  what  were  the 
conditions  in  1867.  In  other  words,  what  were  the  conditions  which  the 
Act  of  Confederation,  an  Imperial  Act,  has  made  perpetual  in  Ontario, 
as  well  as  in  Quebec. 

We  had  these  rights  in  1867;  in  what  way  and  when  have  we  been 
deprived  of  these  rights— on  what  authority  have  they  been  taken  away? 
Absolutely  none.  There  was  only  one  authority  that  could  deprive  the 
Koman  Catholics  French-Canadians  of  Ontario  of  their  rights  in  that 
province,  or  the  Protestant  minority  of  their  rights  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec.  There  is  only  one  authority,  not  the  Oniario  Legislature,  not  the 
Uuebec  legislature,  not  the  Dominion  Parliament,  but  the  Parliament  of 
Westminster.  The  Act  of  Confederation  is  an  Imperial  Act  which  no 
Canadian  Parliament  or  Legislature  can  in  any  way  affect.  The  Imperial 
i'arliament  has  not  dealt  with  the  question.  If  I  have  made  it  clear  to 
you  that  there  were  rights  which  were  enjoyed  in  1867,  since  those  rights 
have  not  been  touched  by  the  only  authority  that  could  touch  them — 
have  I  not  made  out  an  absolute  case  that  those  are  rights  which  we  had 
then  and  still  have  to-day,  and  ought  to  have  now  and  in  the  future? 

Section  133  of  the  British  North  America  Act— and  I  refer  to  it  because, 
strangely  enough,  it  has  been  quoted  and  relied  on  by  both  sides  in  this 
controversy— section  133,  you  will  remember,  provides  that  cither  the 
English  or  the  French  language  may  be  used  in  the  Parliament  of  Canada, 
the  Legislature  of  Quebec,  and  the  Federal  and  Quebec  provincial  courts, 
and  It  places  these  two  lan^ages  on  an  equal  footing  in  such  Parliament, 
Legislature  and  courts.  It  is  argued  by  those  opposed  to  us  that  that  is  a 
restrictive  provision,  a  limitative  provision,  on  the  doctrine  "inclusio 
unius  fit  exclusio  alterius."  I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  Here  were  new 
forums  being  created:  The  Parliament  of  Canada,  the  Federal  Courts, 
where  it  was  absolutey  necessary  that  the  language  to  be  used  should  be 
determmed  without  doubt— there  should  be  no  doubt  thai  in  the  Federal 
Parliament  both  languages  should  be  official— no  doubt  that  is  what  was 
in  the  mmds  of  the  fathers  of  Confederation. 

But,  they  say,  why  mention  Quebec  at  all?  Why  did  thev  say  that 
English  could  be  used  in  the  Legislature  of  Quebec  and  why  not  say 
that  French  could  be  used  in  the  Legislature  of  Ontario? 

The  answer  to  that  is  that  the  English  language  was  safeguarded 
in  the  Le^slature  of  Quebec  simply  because  our  English  frieids  were  on 
that  occasion,  as  usual,  a  little  more  practical  than  we  are.  They  wanted 
the  EngUsh  language  to  be  official  in  the  Legislature  of  Quebec,  and  asked 
to  have  it  stated  in  the  Act.  That  was  a  concession  to  the  Protestent, 
or  rather  to  the  English-speaking  minority  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
Section  133  is  not  limitative.     Some  people  are  apt  to  look  upon   this 
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5f  W    I  Sk  vo..^«Ii  ^*°«'»y«  in  Ontario,  because  thew  ig  no  tSt 

these  an  rights  which  do  not  nwd  the  S^SfA  „f  i  "*^L°1  ?w»perty— 

«tlS''to'''th^f'eSj!,»^^^^ 

the  necessary  attributS^S  ?idiVidS  fSdoS     '  ^''-     ^^*"*  '*'*''  *" 

foundation  tWthe  wme  riVte  if  IK^®  have  no  other  and  no  better 
of  Ontario.     JtweS^L^Sr%  Jit  ^'^^^  ?^  Catholics  in  the  Province 

in  our  -chooli  irth^P^TS^of  0?ttr[o**'L?i?'fK*^  ^°«^.  '"»^*?« 
sound,  there  is  nothiiw  to^vLV  .^  *  *°*^  "^  *^*^'^  wnstitutionaily 
Quebec  from  sayiSg  thS  S  t?,?  Fnln^K®  government  of  the  Province  ot 
there  shall  be  n?*word  o?  Enlif«h*'i!it  ****'/  ?J  *^5  Province  of  Quebec 
plationof  8uchrthZwoidS?vS^S°;i^^  '\°'^.<*  ^^^""^  t**®  «ontem- 
with  anyonel^  QuK  ^°"  shudder.     It  is  reaUy  inconceivable 

would  ^ve  y?ui.u?h«i?7fjrm?8tr±n?°'  at  Confederation.    I  said  I 

of  the  FrenchlanOTaz?in  the  P^J^^  «^n  ^-f''-  »nt*»o"ty  .lasted  tbe  use 
but  wa«  treatediifaXri^  o^^  °*^u°!.  °"**"o  was  not  interfered  with, 

DoctorR?S^/Xw^hrfath^eWten  .''''^-  ^u^"  """^^  "^  ^""^ 
for  thirt/five^vSS'L^eJdlJd'^uScSs^^^^  ^^^ 

province.     I  wifl  likewise  cite  Sir  S^  WhitSy.  ^^^  °^  *^** 

3rd.  fmliid-  ^'''''*'  •"  "^  'P^'*  '"'«'«  *t  Woodstock,    on    December 
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•|of  serving  the  cause  of  education,  would  often  prevent  education  alto- 
"SdCTstand?"  *'*°  ^°"  *®**'^  '°  *  language  which  the  children  do  not 

GenUemen.  I  want  to  quote  also  a  letter  of  Dr.  Ryerson,  whose  name 
I  have  just  mentioned,  dating  as  far  back  as  1857,  and  this  letter,  although 
It  contains  but  four  hues,  contains  the  whole  thesis  upon  which  this  question 
rests.  I  mvite  your  special  attention  to  every  word  of  tUs  letter,  not 
only  because  of  the  man  who  wrote  it,  but  on  account  of  the  significance 
of  the  wwds  he  uses.    It  is  as  follows: 


•24th  April.  1867. 


'Glentlemecr — 


..Tu'Ay**yi,  m?T5,°^^^^?^^>*«  "^  '^E.'y  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant 
"THF^hmiJAv^^^^^S?  ^^  THfe  RECOGNIZED  LANGUAGE  OP 
"TSS  9^^^T?^V  ",''«"  "  the  English.  IT  IS  QUITE  PROPER 
'4niv^YiV^hJ°'  }^^-  *^"**f«  *°  ALLOW  BOTH  LANGUAGES 
..A.  r  fAUUHT  in  theur  schools  to  children  whose  parents  may  desire 
them  to  learn  both,  j  •<^ 

"1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen. 

"Your  obedient  sen.'ant. 


■(Sgd.) 


iii.  Ryerson.' 


I  also  stated  that  I  would  quote  Sir  James  Whitney,  and  tnat  is  very 
much  more  recent  history.  Within  a  few  months  of  the  promulgation  of 
regulation  No.  17,  in  fa«t  on  the  25th  of  July,  1911.  Sir  James  Whitney 
caused  this  letter  to  be  written: 


'25th  July.  1911. 


'Reverend  and  Dear  Sir: — 


..    i_     I*?    directed   by    the   Prime   Mimster,    Sir   James   Whitney,    to 

aclmowledge  your  letter  of  the  21st  and  to  state  that  no  change  has  been 

..m5S?  iS„J5?,,^J2<*L '*^  o""   t*»e  department  regulations  AFFECTING 

"THE  STUDY  OF  THE  FRENCH  lANGUAGgDJ  THE  SCHOOLS* 

"I  AM   DIRECTED   TO   POINT   OUT   THAT   THE  OIIF««TTnTJ 
•'OF  TRUSTE™"^."^^   ^''''^  "^"^   CONTROL   OF   ThTCo™D 

"  (Signed)  A.  H.  U.  Colauhoun. 

"Deputy  Minister  of  Education." 

This  letter  was  written  to  Reverend  Father  Chaine,  of  Amprior,  a 
town  not  far  from  Ottawa.  *'"■,«» 

I  spoke  to  you  a  moment  affo  of  the  right  to  appoint  trustees.  I 
■J^t  you,  gentlemen,  many  of  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  calling  my 
mends,  and   whom   I   see  befwe  me,   my  RtJtcstant  friends  of  Quebec, 
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aiso  oe  maae  m  the  course  of  study  m  separate  schools. 

TIOn!*®  "^®  °'  ENGLISH  FOR  INSTRUCTION  AND  COMMUNICA- 

(1)  WHERE  NECESSARY,    in  the  case  of  Engiish-sDeakini?  nuniU. 

out  such  use  of  Enghsh  shall  not  be  continued  beyond  Form  1  rthat  i« 
the  first  two  years  the  child  goes  to  school)  except^  that  on  The  approvS 
oJ  ln»f«,^^"°*^'l?^°*  '*'  Education,  it  may  also  b^^used  as  thi  EiS 
of  instruction  and  communication  in  the  caw  of  puuils  bevond  Kn^ 
who  are  unable  to  soeak  and  understand  thT  ^en?h  laniS  " 

lllr«XiT'bfi!f5"Tf?'  '''"  you  seriously  consider  that  ?  How  would  you 
nf  hSkL^P/  °'  thing  you  the  EngUsh-speaking  people  of  the  Provm^ 
of  Quebec,  if  you  could  use  your  Hnguage  in  vour  achools  «  f  mi?^ 
of  instruction  and  communication  .a  thS^'firi?  form  IhS  is  du^in^^ 
P^JnJi  ^%r'  ^'^y  ^  ^"•^  ^5«"  *1^«  Superintendei?of  EducatioS^fof  tul 

*..  *u^^  f  ^^^i^^  .o''.  study  let  us  carry  on  the  same  process  1  wui  rean 
further  from  regulation  17,  making    tfce  san.,  transpSn?' 

"English  a.  •  subject  of  study  in  saparate  (or  dissentient)  .chools." 

ioSHn'^ESih^h'^iShf  '''°"'**^'  "°'*«^^''«  foUowii^  condSSoMj'in^sSl" 
o-??ui  ^-nghsh,  reading,  grammar  and  composition  in  Form  1  to  4  in 
addition  to  the  subjects  prescribed  for  the  seSnite  (or  disStieit)  sch^L 

«o«if^  ""****  instruction  in  Engush  may  be  taken  omy  by  pupils  whose 
parents  or  guardians  du^t  that  they  shaU  do  so.  and  mSy  notJSth! 
standme  section  3  above,  be  mven  in  the  EngUsh  language  °°»*«h. 
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(2)  Such  In«truotion  in  English  shaU  not  interfere  with  the  adeauacv 
vJth  '?^^?u^T  '".  fr"*'?'  u*"**  ^''«  provision  for  such  instruSSS^J 
r«f  ^?  '?   *•**  time-table  of  the  school  shall  be  subject  to  the  apDrovS 

dl^  EXCEED 'o^'F'^H?»?S*^''**«°*u*»'.  Education.  aJd  shill  not  Tany 
aay  liACfcfcU  ONE  HOUR  in  each  class  room,  except  where  the  time  i« 
increased  uoon  the  order  of  the  superintendent."  ' 

,.f  pSll'i?  ******  ^  agreeable  to  you.  gentlemen,  to  nave  oniy  one  nour 
of  Engbsh  in  your  school,  and  that  confined  to  reading,  comiwsitioii  3 
^"""S";*.*"!  °^*^*"^  ?'«■'  »°d  J"«t  one  hour  -and  more  thSTthat  if^^ 
pleaded   the    Superintendent   of   Education    to   say   that  you   should   have 

Thit ts  Ree^rati^  vif  ??'^  ""S^.*^*^'  ^.^H'^  Jou  be  saSsfled  wUh  thS? 
inat  13  Kegulation  No.  17  in  all  its  simpUcitv! 

Are  you  surprised,  gentlemen,  that  the  French-Canadians  of  Ontario 
^*iJL 'ir^"**""'^  .P™/*'i:^  .'^"'J  '"tend  to  continue  to  do  s^,  and  hSlS 
S?J^  ^te.TP*""*  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  under  conditions  of  thit 
kmd?  We  have  sought  the  support  of  our  French-Canadian  friends  in 
the  Province,  and  we  have  got  it;  but  I  for  one  am^wy  much  rSore 
'J^?"^^*'*''*  the  sympathy  and  the  help  of  the  EngUshSaESf  pSSI 
°'*i^®  ^'^°*'\°'  ^"/*^-  "  I  accept^  the  inviStSn  tolSSie  hfre 
within  half  an  hour  after  getting  the  telegram  from  my  good  friSid  U? 
Paradis,  it  was  because  I  thought  that  1  Sght  contribute  iTso^esmali 
way  to  assist  my  English-speaking  friends  fn  the  Province  of ^^eblf  to 
i,me'!j;e8fion"    ""^'"^  °'  '^^  '""^  """^"^  '"^  ^^^^^^  of  "this  verTS^blS 

Perhaps  you  may  think  it  impertinence  on  my  part,  but  will  vou 
not  aUow  me  to  say  that  you  owe  it  to  yourselv^  ftret  of  il  to  iSk 
carefullyiinto  this  matter,  fo-day  it  is  a  question  in  Ont«io^  but  tS-mS-- 
row  it  majr  be  a  question  Id  Quebec.  Don't  vou  owe  it  to  youreelTeT  to 
consider  this  most  carefully?  Ibut,  to  put  it  on  a  higher  groS-b^lusS 
if^'^,?pl^^'l°*^^''  .confidence  in  the*^feelings  of  justice^and  fa^play 
of  the  Protestant?  m  the  Province  of  Quebec-don't  you  owe  it  to  u^ 
FJ^nch-Canadians,  in  both  Provinces,  to  come  to  our  aa8i8ta5i<S^n  the  Pr^ 

J^nL^^Jl*^?'  ^r^V^-  r  "^  ^'^Pe  **»e  preservation  of  ourmoSt  d?I 
mentary  nghte?  I  think  you  owe  it  also  to  Canada,  to  Confederation 
to  take  a  part  m  this  matter.  I  am  not  trying  to  convince  you  orJoSSl 
thing  wlucli  IS  not  right  or  just  or  fair,  but  con^^nce  yoursdves  gSSH 
S^n'J^^  t'h*?  1^^"^  questions,  and  if  you  are  not  satisfiedwTth  tfeet 
planations  that  I  have  given,  come  to  me,  or  go  to  some  one  else  in  whom 
you  may  have  more  confidence,  and  find  out-learn  a»H)ut  it  3  PeS 
^n^  *?h^^/°  ^°"'  ^«»,a"  the  solemnity  and  eamestnSsVof  which  iS 
capable,  that  it  is  your  duty,  because  the  present  is  as  grave  and  m  da^ 
gerous  a  situation  as  ever  arose  in  Canad^.  I  say  Quebec^  is  m  much  a 
partner  m  Confederation  as  the  other  provinces.  ConfederatiSnl^s  a  part^ 
nership  m  which  we  are  aU  jointly  and  severally  responsible  for  the ^rl 
formance  of  duties  and  obUgations  assumed  by  every  one  of  the  provin?^r 
and  for  that  reason  1  am  sure-I  tape  at  aU  events-that  you  wSl  S 
with  me,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  o  look  into  this  vei^seK 
matter  and  do  what  you  can  to  bring  about  a  just  setUement  oflt. 

♦I,  ^*?  '^°^?'  ^  -^y  '°  *he  interests  of  the  Empire— and  1  am  one  of 
those  wlio  believe  in  some  form  of  a  united  Emjpir^-^ugh  no^e  s^ms 
to  have  yet  found  the  formula,  vet  I  hope  it  wiH  be  found  S>me  aJl^^l 
not  necessary  that  we  should  first  have  national  unity,  CaSia^  unfty 
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^,^^^i^lv^7'^°^^^y  consider  Empire  unity?     How  are  you  going  to 

Jr^e  BrSh  Emnl''  H»iL°'!f'  T^^'  '°  ^«»^;  1°  Ontario,  in  Canada" 
or  ine  isritian  iSmpire,  dependent  upon  unity  of  lanruaire?     How  ahali 

nl^'^InA"  T^  ^"P'"*  ^  •"  partemuBt  speak  IKS  ish  iS^uSe? 
eSuS?  TheS  th^J°«V°T"*  *«  «J»«W«  the^l44  dialects  of  In3S?o 
Jiingitsnr  men  there  are  Jersey,  Guernsey,  the  Isle  of  Man  and  othor 
plaoes  where  French  is  spoken.  And  what  about  South  Ai"k'  Heii  is 
colony  wiucn  a  lew  years  a«o  was  under  ariM  ^SSst  EnglLnd    anrdid 

S^nl?^  IS  ^S  '^*  ^^"  "^®  '^'i®**  .^°»  «>t  '^ith  her  ancient  g^neJl 
osity  only    but  with  a  measure    overflowng— she  treated  the  Boers  in  a 

IkLi^r  ®**i*^*''  *^S,u^°«'i  language  and  the  EngUsh  language  areon  an 
SSf  «^*^fnf*^-„JK*y  **°   notTiave   to   ask   a   superffiSnT^o?  a^ 

ffSSwhS  cXni^'  r*5f  *^och_-<:anadian  people,  the  descendants  of 
>Jnp/h^«i^«.  ^f^  ^?*  °^y  *•"«  country  l>ut  a  large  portion  of  the 
H.?ff  «fS®"^^  continent,  who  explored  it  from  Hudwn'iBay   to   the 

passea  anywnere  in  the  world,  for  courage,  devotion  and  heroism-  am 
^f'the'ut'Ttt"?  °'  th^««  men.  in  thisTanXof  ou^to  rde^v^ 
nL«i  f^  Ifo^i  ^®  language  of  our  forefathers?  Are  we  to  be  told  that  in 
^dd^niZr^^^^^"'^.'^^  a  Empire  we  must  forever  renoimS? 
^„  lt^M°  °"*'il'  °"  tf«"J»tion8  and  our  beloved  language?  I  wk 
you.  gentlemen    is  there  any  man  in  the  city  of  Quebec   iny  Protestant 

[^o  tKinH-^*^T?^r  T.°-  ^'^°  ^?!?''*.  "«t  despise  me  T'lTh'^wa^^th^s 
ind  vo^wnfilH  ^i'tL^I  '*'  -^  would  richly  deserve  your  supreme  contempt 
J?e  iked  ?^do  '"^  extending  it  to  me-and  yet  this  is  what  we 

P«,nnh°m«^'^«*^®^  ®^^''  a^  time,  gentlemen,  less  than  the  present,  when 
5^?^i^*  ^if°y  "^^^^  *''  ifa«  ^ofJd,  let  alone  in  Canada,  could  be  askid 
to  forget  then-  ongin  and  their  language?  When  the  France  nfioi^ 
and  1916  has  compeUed  the  unboundeTadmiratioS  of  tbJ  whole  worid 
«^aw».'"^*^*  ,'^"*«^  ^^  devotion.  And  yet  we  ie  «kS  we  who 
«rt.«Ki^®  ^Tu  fa^?«"a?e  as  the  men,  our  fuU  brotherTwho  have  foJSt 
fnrf^?«'^.>.*''/*'^*'*°?*'  '"  Flanders,  whose  defence  of  the  Vr •  fJn 
J^  f  J. J**®  ^'%^^  and  most  glorious  event  of  the  present  hoSible  wi 
t^JtfF°*  °"  ^"^5"^  lan-iage  and  aU  that  it  carSes^ith  U  we  S 
told  that  our  children  ca  aot  learn  it,  and  must  despise  it  and  auJS 
It.  to  die  an  unnatural  death  in  Canada     I  ask  you,  my  EmrUsh^oeS^ 

™k  fnto  Jws  ^Jr^°^%^'  T"  y°"  not'^Jome  ?o  oT^SrS 
m^  fK^^  *fa^    question?     I  beheve  that  there  is  not  one   who  has  done 

I  hope  the  a,ppeal  which  you  have  permitted  me  to  make  to  vou 
of  th^EnrfiSif/^bi''"**  ^^^K'^^-  i'^tere^t.  the  influenS  and  t^fsyiSiath? 
«nH  ti,r*^"^fa"*^??":^  minority  m  the  Provijice  of  Quebec  wiU  be  arouaS^ 
«  «niK  ^7  '''"  ^^^  ™?.^  ?*«?«  as  you  may  think  proper  to  brin?Xut 
«„l^lY*'°°  u-  I  ^H^tion  which.  I  repeat,  is  of  the  verj^vest  cKcto?  a 

wnat— 1  would  rather  let  you  draw  your  own  conclusions.     We  French- 
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Canadjajtts  of  Ontario  have  done  aU  we  can  in  the  Province  of  Ontario 
to  enlighten  pubUo  opinion.  But  aU  in  vain  There  is^  not  on«  VSo?i.K 
newspaper  in  the  P^vince  of  Ontario  whToh  h«  oriitSd  or  iJd'ffi 
8^hte»t  attention  to  any  of  the  argument^  wLnorTiTyeSLTe  hiJj 
advanced.  All  our  literature  has  been  thrown  in  the  wmS-mS  bSket- 
not  one  newspaper  has  taken  the  trouble  to  investJite  tEf  a!«Son 
Our  argruments  have  been  met  with  nothing  but  oontemTSd  abuS! 

Now,  I  say  again,  I,  for  one,  wish  to  appeal  as  earnestly,  as  solemn- 
^o^nLTcuXH'^f    EnsrUsh-spealm^r  ProtKts  aSTcaSolSs  TThJ 

S^.r  vi^  tPr."^  L^"}  ^  »f«n^offer  you  my  most  grateful  thanks  for 
your  very  kmd  attention  and  mdulgence.  —««"  tw 

o  T^ie  Honorable  Mr.  JUSTICE  McCORKILL:— Mr.  Chairman  and 
?*w»*r».  B«I«o"rt^'ellow.member8  of  the  Quebec  &i«dkii  Club  Wh?n 
inf/^  i^  £**"*  Vf"^  **°/°'"e  ^T'  I  ^"^"ot  the  fSXt  idei  that  I  SS 

F^t^r  of  t^i*"*  Ti  '"  ?^  lliy  °'  r '^  5^  ^°t«  «'  thanks  foi  T£ 
lecturer  of  to-day.      I  came  here  because  I  am  a  Canadian,  because  I  think 

i„H*?M?HP'°^  appr«5iation  of  the  French  race  andthHwh  SSiSS^ 
^fr,  w/  '^^T^I  have  known  Senator  Belcourt  for  a  goodlnaSy 
fhfTiJ^    ^"®  students  at  the  same  time-I  am  sorry  to  have  told  you 

S^^'^t""®  ^'°"  Z'^^^'""^  *]***  ^«  "  ol**^''  than  hereaV  is-and  I  knew 
that  what  we  would  hear  to-day  would  be  worth  hearing. 

T  JJl^frt^  Canadinas  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  have  been  puzzled 
7r!  wftr  lit  M't"n*°*^'*°^  native-born,  those  who  have  been  brought 
i«^jr  *^u  ™ct-Canadians  who  have  spoken  with  them  in  their 
language,  who  have  plav»d  with  them  in  their  school  grounds,  as  I  have 
done  on  the  lacrosse  fields  who  have  served  with  them  in  the  ranks 
of  the  mibtia,  and  in  the  Legislature.      . 

m*.  ^*^mo"^«.J?!i*/  ^'^  5°*  ^r^^  warning  of  the  task  that  was  before 
^rin  Jw  ®K**®"'  determmed  to  listen,  and  I  have  listened.  Nothing  has 
gone  through  my  nund  as  to  what  I  am  to  say,  except  to  expresi  my 
tei**}""*  ^  *T^  *^**  we  English-Canadians  here  hkve  hst^ed  to  J 
J-rench  lecturer  who  can  speak  our  language  as  well  as  his  own,  as  weU 

S!  I®**'*?u°"^'''^!-  ,  ^^  how  many  of  us  could  the  same  be  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  French  language? 

♦k  ^  may  say,  as  far  as  1  have  known  the  speaker  of  tonlay,  he  is  a 
lw'^*'>.^'"*'^i*^l5"'*  ^M?™  ^"T  *hat  the  f^t  that  we  all  listened  t5 
n^JZ  K*^  ^*"*  K*^*y  "SP  P"?^""®  ??  ^ff^'t-  I  »°»  «"«  he  was  moved 
not  only  because  he  IS  a  French-Canadian,  but  because  he  is  a  CanadiM 

tinn  ^.Hnl  ^^^  ^^  "%"*?.  *i^.  ««»«]o°-  It  «  a  very  serious  quesl 
bon  agitating  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  we  English  here,  as  I  siud  a 
moment  ago,     cannot  understand  how  such  a  feeling  should  arise. 

?  have  sdme  friends  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  1  must  say  they 

are  imbued  with  the  same  idea  as  those  who  passed  regulation  No  17 
I  am  sorry  for  it;  I  have  done  my  very  best  to  convince  them  they  were 
wrong,  and  I  knew  they  wouldn't  feel  as  they  did  if  they  had  hiS  the  SS 
penence  I  have  had  with  French-Canadians. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  have  been  a  student  of  Canadian  history 

h^SLi^of'^fS:  ^^^^^^u^  ^*^«.  •**<*  '^th  the  greatest  interest^ 
hutory  of  the  old  regime,  the  opening  up  of  the  country,  and  then  of 
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the  slwndoninent  of  the  people  bv  their  countrj-.  so  to  Hiwak.  and  of  the 
tremendoua  efforts  they  made  to  keep  the  country  for  theniwlveu.  I  have 
read  the  history  of  the  country  under  the  British  regime,  and  bow  they 
have  fallen  in  so  well  with  the  administration  of  justice,  the  administra- 
tion in  our  Legislatures  and  municipalities  under  the  British  system.  I 
believe  that  a  certain  French-Canadian  at  Ottowa  is  one  of  the  irreateat 
parliamentarians  under  the  British  Constitution  that  we  have  in  any  oart 
of  the  Empire.  j  *«•• 

They  have  adopted  our  system,  but  there  are  two  things  they  have 
clun^  to,  theu-  religion  and  their  language.  1  believe  that  their  national 
sentiment  is  even  stronger  than  their  religious  sentiment— I  really  believe 
"O;  The  national  feeling  among  them  is  intensely  strong,  but  I  would 
ask  you  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  descendants  born  in  this  country,  and 
brought  up  here,  supposing  a  regulation  similar  to  No.  17  were  passed 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  what  do  you  think  our  duty  towards  it  would 
bej  Suppling  Sir  Lomer  Gouin— I  cannot  imagine  't— but  supposing  he 
did  have  the  coiu-age,  or  the  nerve,  so  to  speak,  to  pass  a  regulation  of 
that  kind.  There  would  be  a  rebellion  in  this  Province,  I  think.  And 
here  we  have  our  French-Canadian  brethren  in  the  sister  I*rovince  who  by 
constitutional  means  are  trying  to  obtain  the  repeal  or  the  modification 
of  the  regulation,  or  some  other  settlement  of  the  question  which  would 
be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

Oentlemen,  you  didn't  come  here  to  hear  me,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
detain  you  any  longer.  I  wish  to  express,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
this  club,  our  sense  of  pleasure  and  obligation  to  Senator  Belcourt  for 
coming  here  to  address  us  on  this  question.  I  am  delighted  to  see  so 
many  English-Canadians  here  to-day.  Some  may  have  felt  it  required  a 
little  extra  courage  to  appear,  but  I  do  not  think  so.  It  does  not  mean 
that  you  are  all  in  sympathy  with  everything  that  has  been  said,  but  it 
means  that  you  want  education  and  enlightenment  on  this  matter.  And 
I  am  sure  the  appeal  the  Senator  has  made  to  us  to  study  the  question 
will  have  its  effect.  And  I  will  agree  with  him,  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  have  our  sympathy  and  co-operation  in  bringing  about  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  question  in  Ontario. 


